Summary of report for Kazakhstan
Dr Ankit Garg, Associate Professor from the Department of Civil and Intelligent Construction Engineering was invited as a Visiting Foreign Specialist by L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University (ENU), to deliver seminars and discuss research cooperation in areas related to “Geotechnics in cold regions”. Dr Garg was hosted by Prof Askar Zhussupbekov, who is a Professor at ENU and also former Vice-President  for Asia of International Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering (ISSMGE). Dr Garg participated in research investigations on static and dynamic field testing (load-deformation) as well as integrity testing of a pile foundation in problematic soil of Pavlоdar city (North-eastern city of Kazakhstan). The project involves construction of foundations for industrial  factory on ground consisting of problematical soil. The joint investigation is being disseminated into a manuscript, that is submitted into a reputed international Journal. 


Further, Dr Garg delivered seminar on “Research Methodology in Construction Engineering” and “Eco-geotechnics: Challenges and future trends” . Dr Garg mentioned about the importance of using green materials and also other sustainable approaches for ground improvement. He demonstrated an example of using carbon sequestration material such as “Biochar” for enhancing performance of the green infrastructure by reducing deformation in problematic soils. International Scholars at ENU from Africa, Afghanistan, Iran and Russia also attended the seminars. Moreover, Dr Garg shared brief idea about various opportunities offered under Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and China Scholarship Council (CSC) for their possible future studies at Shantou University. Dr Garg also introduced various plans for talent introduction by Shantou University for excellent scholars and including Professors of ENU. Previously, in 2021, the Belt and Road Webinar Series on Geotechnics, Energy and Environment”（“一带一路”岩土、能源和环境在线研讨会）was jointly co-organized with Professors from ENU and other universities (Nanjing University and Institute of Mountain Hazards and Environment, Chinese Academy of Sciences). The proceedings of webinar series was published as “Lecture notes in Civil Engineering” by Springer. 

Overall, this particular visit further strengthen the foundation for future cooperation in terms of research and exchange for scholars between STU,China and ENU, Kazakhstan which is a key partner in Belt and Road Initiative. Dr Garg is highly grateful to the administration of STU for the encouragement and support for internationalization. 
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A sovinier from Dean Prof Sabitov Yerlan (leftmost), 

Dr Garg (middle), Prof Askar Zhussupbekov (right))
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Dr Garg with international scholars at ENU
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Prof Askar Zhussupbekov, myself and his geotechnial engineering team
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                     Visitors from Uzbekistan (Shukrat Usmankhodjaev and Bakhtiyor Mirzakhmetov) for getting training at project in Pavlodar ( under auspices of Manager of KGS-Astana, Ltd Dr.Ruslan Bazilov)
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Pile testing at construction site in Pavlodar, Kazakhstan

